Lesson 12

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP and
SHARING YOUR FAITH 


Fellowship normally includes a regular assembly of people with similar likes and interests in friendly association. This should include regular attendance at Church, Home Fellowship meetings, and other gatherings of Christians.


In Christian Fellowship, the bonding that takes place is unique in that the Spirit of God is in each member, and the joy and love for each other is very different and more special then ever before.


We gain from the support of sharing the Word together, praying for one another, listening to each others needs and supporting as appropriate in that special bond that is beyond definition. Even our language and jokes are no longer the same.


However Scripture cautions us in 
1 Corinthians 15:33…

“Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”


In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 we read…
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.”

In Romans 12:1-2 Paul tells us…
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”


Fellowship involves the building of our relationship with others, and with God!

1.
BELIEVERS vs. THE OLD WAY


…The Worlds Way


1 Peter 2:9-11 tells us…
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.”
a.
What does Peter call us? (verse 9)


_______________________________


_______________________________

b.
What have we obtained? (verse 10)

_______________________________

_______________________________
c.
How are we described now?  (Verse  11) ____________________________

______________________________________________________________
d.
What are we instructed to abstain from? (verse 11) ________________

_______________________________

2.
WITH WHOM SHOULD WE FELLOWSHIP?

a.
2 Corinthians 13:14 ______________



_______________________________



The Holy Spirit is always in us for council, guidance, and more.
b.
1 John 1:3 ______________________

_______________________________

c.
Hebrews 10:24-25 _______________ 


_______________________________

3.
WHAT MOTIVATES US TO
FELLOWSHIP?

a.
Romans 8:35-39 _________________

_______________________________

b.
1 John 2:3-6 ____________________


_______________________________

c.
Hebrews 10:24-25 _______________

_______________________________


Consider the needs of other believers, not just of yourself. They often need your fellowship!

4.
EARLY CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Acts 2:42 gives us a picture of the church activities.
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
Apostles’ Doctrine (Teaching the Word)

Fellowship (Gathering of believers)

Breaking of Bread (Communion)


Prayer (Prayer among the gathered)

5.
THE MESSAGE OF FELLOWSHIP 
INCLUDES SHARING GOD’S LOVE

a.
John 13:34-35 __________________  


_______________________________


Notice this is a command. Not a 
suggestion. 
b.
1 John 3:1 ______________________


_______________________________


_______________________________

6.
WHAT’S INVOLVED IN CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP?

a.
Hebrews 10:24-25 _______________

_______________________________


_______________________________

b.
Galatians 6:10 __________________

_______________________________

c.
Romans 12:10-13 _______________

_______________________________

_______________________________
d.
Acts 17:11 _____________________


_______________________________

7.
FELLOWSHIP FOR BELIEVERS IS NOT 
AN OPTION

a.
Hebrews 10:25 _________________

_______________________________

b.
Thoughts on the 
importance and 
benefits of Christian fellowship?

Avoid loneliness, To be encouraged, Ask/Answer questions on Scripture, Develop friendships, Share meals together, Share problems, Go places with other Christians, Find a mate? 
SHARING YOUR FAITH
1.
Be prepared to share your faith

Why should we share our faith? 

When is the last time that you realized that prior to regeneration, you were going to hell and now you are not? Aren’t you glad you’re saved? That alone should motivate us!


Don’t you want others to know that they can be saved and be headed for a life throughout eternity in the presence of a Holy and loving God?

Our witness should be filled with this realization that we are forgiven, and that we now serve a living Lord.


His love is complete and unconditional and all are welcome to come to faith. All of us know people that are lonely, empty, fearful, filled with guilt – and now you have the answer for them – now you hold the key!


In Philemon starting in verse 6 we read…

“…that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.”


In Proverbs 11:30 we are told…
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.”

The Scriptures tell us to build up our treasures in heaven, not on this earth. What better treasure can you have than knowing you were used by God to tell others that He wants them in heaven with Him?

Now 1 Peter 3:15
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear…”


In Colossians 4:5-6 instructs us…
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 
Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

Here we are cautioned to be compassionate to the unsaved. Be full of grace as God was to us, seasoned with salt that our lives and conversation will make them thirsty to know our Lord.


You’re God’s representative here on earth, and others may judge Christianity based on what they see in you!


Hebrews 11:1 tells us…

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”


You must have confidence in your own faith to witness to others. We are sanctified – “set apart” for Christ’s work, and we are justified – “just as though we never sinned”. 


Jesus, as a man, set aside His life in obedience to the Father to accomplish His will here on earth. This is the model for our lives. 


Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:13…

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth…”

Now here in Matthew 10:18-20 Jesus tells us the Holy Spirit will give you words to share… 
“You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.
But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak;

for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.”


Also remember that it is not on you to bring men to faith, it is the Lord who adds to the Church… 


Acts chapter 2:40-41…

“And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation."

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized…
Continuing in verse 47…
“…praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”


We are just the messenger, it is the Lord that saves.
2.
POINTS TO COVER WHEN SHARING 



John 3:3…

“Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Romans 3:23…

“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”

John 14:6

“Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
Acts 3:19…

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”

Romans 6:23…

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 5:8…

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
John 3:16…

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Romans 10:9…

“…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”


Ephesians 2:8…

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God…”

3.
TOOLS FOR WITNESSING



A Bible - Keep your Bible with you; 

opportunities happen without advanced 

notice.
Tracks – Pick up some Christian tracks at Christian book stores. They are very inexpensive so check the selections and be ready.

Memorize Scripture – Practice memorizing key Scriptures to use.

Confidence – Remember it is God’s work. Relax and share, often using your own testimony is the best; tell what’s happened to you.
1 Corinthians 15:58 gives us more encouragement, as we read…

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

Do not get discouraged if you don’t see results as you share. That’s God’s work. Remember that your labor in the Lord is never in vain. 

His word never returns void but will accomplish what He wants.
2 Timothy 1:6-8 again reminds us…
“Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

It is an amazing thing to be used by God – that He would choose someone like us to give out His message of love and of hope. 

May our precious Lord fill your hearts with joy and hope. 
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