Lesson 7
LEARNING TO PRAY

PRAYER IS A PRIVILEGE


The prophet Jeremiah received a real blessing from the Lord in chapter 33:3. 

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”


Our Lord invites us to call upon Him, to talk with Him and seek His wisdom and counsel in all things. 

Prayer is not trying to change God’s mind. It’s for us to learn the mind of God, and then asking according.


In Romans 12:1-2 we learn…
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”


God tells us in James 4:2-3…
“You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.”

You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”
1.
WHAT IS PRAYER? _________________

__________________________________


There are three basic types of prayer

a.
Supplication: A Petition or a humble 

request. Matthew 6:11 tells us…



“Give us this day our daily bread.”

b.
Intercession: On behalf of others.


Colossians 1:9 says…


“…since the day we heard it, do not 

cease to pray for you…”

c.
Praise/Thanksgiving: Worshipping 


God, Giving praise and thanks.


Hebrews chapter 13:15 we read…
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

2.
WHO SHOULD PRAY? 

a.
Romans 10:9-13 ________________


b.
Psalm 32:6 _____________________
3.
TO WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY?


Take a look at these three passages 
of Scripture. Prayer should be directed 
to:

· To The Father, Matthew 6:5-15

· Through the Son (In His name),

John 14:13-14

· Holy Spirit, (In the power of)

Jude 20
So, here is the proper sequence, or “address” for our prayers.
In Matthew 6:9 Jesus speaking, we are told…

“In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.”

This is the address of our prayers, to God the Father.

John 14:13-14, again Jesus speaking says…

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

If you ask anything in My name, 
I will do it.”

So we are to ask the Father, in Jesus name. Our relationship with the Father is based on Jesus being our Lord and Savior.

Remember, in John 14:6…
“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”


Now in Jude verse 20 Scripture tells us…

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit…”
The Holy Spirit is our Teacher,
our Counselor, our Helper in all things. He can guide us in our prayers.
 Ephesians 5:20 says…

“…giving thanks (When) always for (What) all things to (Who?) God the Father (How) in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…”

So, we pray to God the Father in Jesus name. Pretty clear instruction.
Nothing can satisfy the need for 
God but that which created the need. 
Only God can fill the God-shaped 
vacuum within us

In Ephesians 3:20-21 we read…

 “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,

to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

4.
WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY ABOUT?

a.
Philippians 4:6 __________________

_______________________________

b.
Matthew 6:10 __________________


_______________________________
c. 
Matthew 9:38 __________________

_______________________________
d.
James 5:13-14 __________________


_______________________________
e.
Ephesians 3:14-19 _______________

_______________________________
f.
Proverbs 21:1 __________________

_______________________________
g.
James 1:5 ______________________

_______________________________

5.
WHERE SHOULD WE PRAY?

a.
1 Corinthians 1:2 _______________


_______________________________
b.
Luke 19:46 _____________________

_______________________________
c.
Matthew 6:6-7 __________________
_______________________________

d.
Psalm 61:2 _____________________


_______________________________

Pray wherever you are. God is always within hearing distance. 

6.
WHEN SHOULD WE PRAY?

a.
Luke 18:1 ______________________

_______________________________
b.
1 Thessalonians 3:10 ____________  


_______________________________

7.
WHY SHOULD WE PRAY?
a.
Luke 22:40 _____________________

_______________________________
b.
Ephesians 6:10-12 & 18 __________

_______________________________
c.
John 15:5 ______________________

_______________________________
d.
Proverbs 2:3-5 __________________  

_______________________________
e.
Psalm 34:4 _____________________

_______________________________
f.
Psalm 9:9-10 ___________________
_______________________________
8.
HOW SHOULD WE PRAY?

a.
Romans 8:26-27 ________________ 

_______________________________
b.
1 John 5:14 ____________________

_______________________________
c.
Jude 20 ________________________

_______________________________
d.
1 Corinthians 14:15 _____________

_______________________________
9.
HINDRANCES TO PRAYER

a.
Isaiah 59:2 _____________________

_______________________________
b.
James 1:6-8 ____________________

_______________________________
c.
James 4:3 ______________________

_______________________________d.
Luke 18:9-14 ___________________

_______________________________e.
1 Peter 3:7 _____________________

_______________________________

Be careful of friendship with the world. Remember that we should be praying for God’s will in our lives – He has promised to meet all of your “needs”, not all of your “wants”
10.
  THE LORDS MODEL FOR PRAYER


Here in Matthew 6:9-13, often referred to as the “Lord’s Prayer”, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.

This passage of Scripture is better defined as instructions from our Lord Jesus on how to pray, as He says… 
9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”


This is not just to be memorized and repeated as a prayer. It is an outline for prayer.

1st, Jesus says to recognize and acknowledge who you are speaking to, God the Father – and, Holy is His name. Always address our prayers to the Father.

Then, as children of God, we acknowledge that we want His leadership over us – “as it is in heaven.”

Next, acknowledge and give thanks for His provision for all of our needs, and bring your current need or request before Him, 
in Jesus name.

Then ask forgiveness for our sins, and strengthen us to forgive all others that our prayers will not be hampered. Confession of sin keeps our relationship right with God.

 Ask that He protect us and deliver us from the evil one. “For yours is the kingdom and power and glory…” is an acknowledgment that the battle belongs to the Lord. We cannot fight it without Him.

These are the basic elements for prayer according to the Lord.

In Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to…

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.”
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